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Foreword  
  

Family Relations was designed for simplicity and reliability.  It stores all 

information in text file format.  Text files are the most basic of all PC formats and 

can be viewed by virtually all word processors and text editors.  Importing and 

exporting using GEDCOM ensures that your data can be shared with any other 

genealogy software that recognizes the GEDCOM format.  

  

System Requirements  
  

Supported Operating Systems: Windows 10 and operating systems that can 

accommodate software written for Windows 10 

  

Screen Resolution of at least 800 x 600 is recommended.  This program has 

features that are facilitated with Windows® Notepad or any other Windows® 

compatible word processor.  

 

Getting Started 
 

When running this software for the first time, click on the Person of Interest 

button to Create a family and then establish a name of a person within that 

family.  See Loading or Creating a New Family Tree in this manual. 
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Loading or Creating a New Family Tree  

  

  
  

Under the File menu, select the Load Family Tree option to see a family tree that 

you have already created.  If this is your first time using Family Relations, you 

won’t see anything listed.  

  

  
  

If there were several existing family files, you would see them in the larger list box.  

When starting a new file, type the identifying family name you wish to use in the 
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smaller box where it says “Enter new family here…”.  Hit the Create button to 

establish the new family file.  

 

  
 

 
 

Enter the name of a family member and hit the Apply button.  This step is required to 

initialize the family file. 

  

If you have previously established a family file, select it from the list and press the 

Open button.  

  

To return to the main window without opening or creating, select the Cancel 

button.  
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Entering the Family Structure  

  

  
  

The Person of Interest is the center of attention on the main window.  Family 

Relations uses it to identify the person whose family you want to view.  All other 

relationships shown extending from the Person of Interest are entered specific to 

that individual.  Family Relations does not assume, for example, that children or 

dependents entered in the list at the bottom are related to both the Person of 

Interest and the Spouse.  All relations can be edited when an individual is set as 

the Person of Interest.  

  

Note that the Father and Mother fields are lists allowing for more than one entry.  

Some people identify with having more than one father, or people who were like 

fathers to them.  Alternatively, someone may actually have two legal guardians 

who are either both male or both female and consider those relationships as 

having two fathers or two mothers.  
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Entering Personal Information  

  

Press the center button in the main window to enter personal information about 

that person of interest.  

  

  
  

If the Person of Interest already had personal information entered, the fields in the 

tabbed menu would be populated as shown above.  To make a new entry for a 

new family member, select the New Entry button at the bottom left.  

  

The Update Personal Information window shows all existing family members in the 

database.  If none exist or if you are entering a new name as shown above, use 

the upper-leftmost field as shown where ‘Thomas Andrew Smith’ is typed.  Enter 

that person’s information on the right within the tabbed menu.  When you are 

finished, you may select the Apply button if you wish to save your entries and 

remain in this window.  After you press the Apply button, the new name will appear 

in the existing family member list. 

  

Selecting Return will save your entries and return you to the main window putting 

the person you were just entering data for in the center of the diagram as the 

person of interest.  

  

When you have a list of names or existing family members, you can edit an 

individual’s name by highlighting that person in the list and selecting the Change 

Name button.  
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Sample entries for our fictional Smith family member, Thomas Andrew, are shown 

as follows.  

  

Use the + and – buttons next to Occupation, for example, to enter or delete items 

in the list.  
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To add to any list, use the + button to add something new or the – button to delete 

after highlighting the list item.  
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The last tab, Photos, will allow you to scroll through each picture you have imported 

that is associated with the family member you are viewing.  If no pictures have been 

imported yet, you will see the tree picture shown above.  Return to the main screen 

and find the Import A Photo option under File menu to add photos for the Person of 

Interest. 
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After you hit the Apply button, the new entry will appear in the Select Existing 

Family Member list.  

  

 
  

When you press the Return button, you will be taken back to the main window 
with the highlighted person’s name showing in the center of the diagram as the 
Person of Interest.  
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Enter Spouse Name  

  

Press the Spouse button if applicable, to enter the person of interest’s spouse.  

Family Relations only tracks one spouse at a time for any particular individual.  

  

  
  

The drop-down menu will show a list of all previously entered persons entered into 

the family database.  

  

If you enter a name that exists in the drop-down list, that same name or person will 

be used.  You should consider using a unique name to avoid confusion if two 

people in your family have the same name.  Adding a numeric suffix such as (2), 

for example, is possible.  

   

Remember that within the Update Person Information tabbed menu, there is a 

place to add prefix and suffix to someone’s name.  However, you may decide to 

add the suffix as part of the regular name if that helps alleviate possible confusion.  

For example, there might be a John Smith and a John Smith, Jr.  

  

  

Populate Family Relations  

  

Proceed to use the + and – buttons next to each list to add fathers, mothers, and 

siblings relative to the person of interest at center of the main window.  

  

Shown below are some examples.  
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When you are done, the main window will look something like this:  
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You can continue up or down the tree entering ancestors or descendants by 

pressing the center button and proceeding to the Update Personal Information 

window previously shown.  Highlighting a name in the list and using the Return 

button will bring that person back to the main window and at the center as the 

Person of Interest.  Shown in the example below is Thomas’ father, Jonathan:  
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In the next example, Thomas’ mother’s family is shown.  
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You can see in the two examples above that Thomas is in the Children / 

Dependents list along with his sibling Jean.  

  

When entering Siblings, make sure all common parents are present in the Father 

and Mother lists so that each sibling is automatically matched to those parents.  If 

the parents are not present when entering Siblings, then each sibling will need 

their parents entered manually.  
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Import a Photo  

  

  
  

It is possible to associate up to 99 photos with an individual.  Import a Photo is 

found under the File menu option.    
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Select the Browse button to open the Windows Open File dialogue window where 

you can navigate to the drive and folder location on your PC where the picture 

resides that you need to import.  This picture will become associated to whomever 

is set in the middle of the main menu as the Person of Interest.  Check the Use as 

default photo option if you want this picture to appear each time that person is set 

as the Person of Interest.  Also, this photo will appear when using the relationship 

analyzer.   

  

Press the Import and Save button when you are satisfied with your selection.  
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Change Photo  
   

You can change the default photo for any Person of Interest by selecting the 

Change Photo option under the File menu.  
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This feature works very much the same as importing a photo.  Use the Browse 

button to open the Windows file dialogue.  A list of pictures that have been 

previously imported for the Person of Interest will be listed as shown in the 

example above.  Select the picture file and hit the Open button.   

 

 
 

Use the Change and Save button to save the selected picture as the new default 

photo for the Person of Interest. 
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Relation Check  
  

  
  

The Relation Check feature is found under the Analysis menu.  This will help you 

identify how any two individuals in the same family database are related to each 

other, if at all.  For example, the spouse of a distant cousin will not be recognized 

as a relationship, whereas that same spouse would be recognized as an aunt or 

uncle. 

 

If you are not seeing a relationship between two individuals and you are certain 

there is one, you may need to review your entries and verify that each individual 

has been identified with at least one parent.  Make sure each person in your tree 

has the correct parents, spouse, siblings, and dependents, as applicable.  Doing 

this will help alleviate confusion from the Relation Check algorithm. 

  

Choose any two individuals from the drop-down menus.  Here are some examples.  
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Keyword Search  
  

  
  

Keyword Search allows you to enter one or more words to match with any family 

member’s data file in the database.  

  

Here is a sample search:  
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Correct capitalization is not required.  Both Christina and Thomas both have the 

word ‘archer’ mentioned in the personal information.  Clicking on either name in 

the list will bring up a read-only tabbed menu of that person’s information.  

  

  

 
  

Descendants  

  

 
  

The Descendants feature shows all of the children and grandchildren of any 

individual in the family database.  This includes those considered dependents 
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because they are entered in the same list with children.  Only direct descendants 

are retrieved.  
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Clicking on a name in the list will show the relationship of the family members in 

the lower text field.  

  

You can save these results by using the Save button on the right.  To include the 

relationships in the saved file, be sure to check the box at the bottom of this 

window as shown.  
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The output file, Tabatha Jacqueline Patton_Descendants_001.txt, is saved in the same 

location as the data files and associated picture files: 

 

C:\Users\Public\Documents\Family Relations\Smith 

 

Here is an example of a saved descendants file:  
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Here is another example of a Descendants search:  

  

  
  

  

Export to GEDCOM  
  

 
  

If you are familiar with GEDCOM, you know it is a universal text file format used to 

make family databases interchangeable among genealogy software.  A glossary of 
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which GEDCOM syntax this software recognizes is available in the Appendix of 

this user manual.  If you require Family Relations to recognize attributes not 

shown in the appendix, please contact tech support for assistance.    

  

  
  

Contact Information is your name and address, etc. that is optional to include in 

the GEDCOM file.  Otherwise, the only step to take here is clicking on the Export 

button.  

  

The GEDCOM file is automatically named with the same family name as your 

current database.  If the file exists, you will receive a warning.  
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Otherwise, the GEDCOM file will be created and you will be notified.  

  

  
  

The new GEDCOM file is placed in the Family Relations program folder:  

  

C:\Users\Public\Documents\Family Relations  

  

Import GEDCOM  
  

 
  

Importing from a GEDCOM file can be time consuming if there are in excess of 

over 1000 name entries.  This process has been tested to take on approximate 

average 1 minute per name to process when there are close to 4000 entries.  A 

GEDCOM file of this magnitude was tested successfully but required several 
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sessions because it was undesirable to leave the PC on for such a long time.  

Smaller family tree files will not be a concern for time or sessions.  

  

  
  

First, locate your GEDCOM file by using the Browse button.  If this is your first 

attempt at importing, go ahead and select the Import button to continue.  However, 

if you are continuing to import from the same file from a previous session, be sure 

to select the Resume option first.   

 

When Resuming, the program will find the last name entry it processed and begin 

from that point forward or downward in the GEDCOM file.  For this reason, it is 

very important not to tamper with the files or folder where the new Family 

Relations files are being created and stored.  

  

If you have a large GEDCOM file to import, you can watch the progress of new Family 

Relations text files being created by using your Windows File Explorer.  Go to the 

C:\Users\Public\Documents\Family Relations folder and then open the folder name 

that matches the GEDCOM file you selected.  Sort the list by Date Modified.    

  

It is difficult to define what excessive time could be based on the size of the 

GEDCOM file if you are concerned that the program is hung or frozen.   

GEDCOM files take a long time to read because of the way they are organized.  

While a minute doesn’t seem long, multiplying that by several thousand name 

entries translates to days.    

  

You can press Ctrl+Alt+Del to activate the Task Manager and monitor whether or 

not the Family Relations program is still actively using the CPU.  If you wish to 

shut down the import process and resume later, use the Task Manager with ‘End 

Process’ to end the program.  No harm will be done to the program or the import.  

Later, re-select the GEDCOM file and use the Resume option as described earlier.  
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 Appendix  

  

List of GEDCOM categories that Family Relations Imports:  

  

Birth Date and Place  

Immigration Date and Place  

Death Date and Place  

Residence  

Burial Date and Place  

Notes  

Sources  

Alternate Name  

Name  

Name Prefix  

Gender  

Occupation  

Religion  

Education  

Health  

History  

Date Entry was Last Changed  

Spouse  

Children  

Parents  

Siblings  

E-Mail Address  

  

  

Program Not Responding  

  

This message often appears in programs that use text files.  You may see it while 

using the Import GEDCOM function depending on how much data is in that file.  

You may also see it when doing a keyword search.  Again, depending on how 

many name entries you are dealing with, the longer you will have to wait and be 

patient.  The program is still working.  
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Appendix  
  

License Agreement  

  

 

SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR Family Relations FOR WINDOWS 

 

PLEASE READ THIS SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT ("LICENSE") CAREFULLY 

BEFORE USING Family Relations SOFTWARE.  BY USING Family Relations, YOU 

ARE AGREEING TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE. IF YOU DO 

NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE, DO NOT USE THE SOFTWARE.  

 

1. General. Family Relations software, documentation and any fonts accompanying 

this License whether on disk, in read only memory, on any other media or in any other 

form (collectively Family Relations ") are licensed, not sold, to you by The Author for 

use only under the terms of this License, and The Author reserves all rights not 

expressly granted to you. The terms of this License will govern any software upgrades 

provided by The Author that replace and/or supplement the original The Author 

product, unless such upgrade is accompanied by a separate license in which case the 

terms of that license will govern.   

 

Title and intellectual property rights in and to any content displayed by or accessed 

through Family Relations software belongs to the respective content owner. Such 

content may be protected by copyright or other intellectual property laws and treaties, 

and may be subject to terms of use of the third party providing such content. This 

License does not grant you any rights to use such content. 

 

2. Permitted License Uses and Restrictions.  

A. Subject to the terms and conditions of this License, you are granted a limited non-

exclusive license to install and use Family Relations SOFTWARE. You may not make 

Family Relations SOFTWARE available over a network where it could be used by 

multiple computers at the same time. You may make one copy of Family Relations 

SOFTWARE in machine-readable form for backup purposes only; provided that the 

backup copy must include all copyright or other proprietary notices contained on the 

original.  

 

B. You may not and you agree not to, or to enable others to, copy except as expressly 

permitted by this License), decompile, reverse engineer, disassemble, attempt to 

derive the source code of, decrypt, modify, create derivative works of Family Relations 

SOFTWARE, or any part thereof (except as and only to the extent any foregoing 
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restriction is prohibited by applicable law).  Any attempt to do so is a violation of the 

rights of The Author and its licensors of Family Relations SOFTWARE. 

 

3. Transfer. You may not rent, lease, lend, redistribute or sublicense Family Relations 

SOFTWARE. You may, however, make a one-time permanent transfer of all of your 

license rights to Family Relations SOFTWARE to another party, provided that: (a) the 

transfer must include all of Family Relations SOFTWARE, including all its component 

parts, original media, printed materials and this License; (b) you do not retain any 

copies of Family Relations SOFTWARE, full or partial, including copies stored on a 

computer or other storage device; and (c) the party receiving Family Relations 

SOFTWARE reads and agrees to accept the terms and conditions of this License.  

 

4. Termination. This License is effective until terminated. Your rights under this License 

will terminate automatically without notice from The Author if you fail to comply with any 

term(s) of this License. Upon the termination of this License, you shall cease all use of 

Family Relations SOFTWARE and destroy all copies, full or partial, of Family Relations 

SOFTWARE. 

 

5. Limited Warranty on Media. The Author warrants the media on which Family 

Relations SOFTWARE is recorded and delivered by The Author to be free from defects 

in materials and workmanship under normal use for a period of ninety (90) days from 

the date of original retail purchase. Your exclusive remedy under this Section shall be, 

at The Author's option, a refund of the purchase price of the product containing Family 

Relations Software or replacement of Family Relations Software which is returned to 

The Author or an The Author authorized representative with a copy of the receipt. THIS 

LIMITED WARRANTY AND ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES ON THE MEDIA 

INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 

MERCHANTABILITY, OF SATISFACTORY QUALITY, AND OF FITNESS FOR A 

PARTICULAR PURPOSE, ARE LIMITED IN DURATION TO NINETY (90) DAYS 

FROM THE DATE OF ORIGINAL RETAIL PURCHASE. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO 

NOT ALLOW LIMITATIONS ON HOW LONG AN IMPLIED WARRANTY LASTS, SO 

THE ABOVE LIMITATION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. THE LIMITED WARRANTY SET 

FORTH HEREIN IS THE ONLY WARRANTY MADE TO YOU AND IS PROVIDED IN 

LIEU OF ANY OTHER WARRANTIES (IF ANY) CREATED BY ANY 

DOCUMENTATION OR PACKAGING. THIS LIMITED WARRANTY GIVES YOU 

SPECIFIC LEGAL RIGHTS, AND YOU MAY ALSO HAVE OTHER RIGHTS WHICH 

VARY BY JURISDICTION. 

 

6. Disclaimer of Warranties. YOU EXPRESSLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT 

USE OF Family Relations SOFTWARE (AS DEFINED ABOVE) AND SERVICES (AS 

DEFINED BELOW) IS AT YOUR SOLE RISK AND THAT THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO 

SATISFACTORY QUALITY, PERFORMANCE, ACCURACY AND EFFORT IS WITH 

YOU. EXCEPT FOR THE LIMITED WARRANTY ON MEDIA SET FORTH ABOVE 
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AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, Family 

Relations SOFTWARE AND SERVICES ARE PROVIDED "AS IS", WITH ALL FAULTS 

AND WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, AND The Author AND The Author's 

LICENSORS (COLLECTIVELY REFERRED TO AS "The Author" FOR THE 

PURPOSES OF SECTIONS 6 AND 7) HEREBY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES AND 

CONDITIONS WITH RESPECT TO Family Relations SOFTWARE AND SERVICES, 

EITHER EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 

THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES AND/OR CONDITIONS OF MERCHANTABILITY, OF 

SATISFACTORY QUALITY, OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OF 

ACCURACY, OF QUIET ENJOYMENT, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT OF THIRD 

PARTY RIGHTS. The Author DOES NOT WARRANT AGAINST INTERFERENCE 

WITH YOUR ENJOYMENT OF Family Relations SOFTWARE OR SERVICES, THAT 

THE FUNCTIONS CONTAINED IN Family Relations SOFTWARE OR SERVICES 

WILL MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS, THAT THE OPERATION OF Family Relations 

SOFTWARE OR SERVICES WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR-FREE, OR 

THAT DEFECTS IN Family Relations SOFTWARE OR SERVICES WILL BE 

CORRECTED. YOU FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGE THAT Family Relations 

SOFTWARE IS NOT INTENDED OR SUITABLE FOR USE IN SITUATIONS OR 

ENVIRONMENTS WHERE THE FAILURE OF, OR ERRORS OR INACCURACIES IN 

THE CONTENT, DATA OR INFORMATION PROVIDED BY, Family Relations 

SOFTWARE COULD LEAD TO DEATH, PERSONAL INJURY, OR SEVERE 

PHYSICAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION 

THE OPERATION OF NUCLEAR FACILITIES, AIRCRAFT NAVIGATION OR 

COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS, AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL, LIFE SUPPORT OR 

WEAPONS SYSTEMS. NO ORAL OR WRITTEN INFORMATION OR ADVICE GIVEN 

BY The Author OR AN The Author AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE SHALL 

CREATE A WARRANTY. SHOULD Family Relations SOFTWARE OR SERVICES 

PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME THE ENTIRE COST OF ALL NECESSARY 

SERVICING, REPAIR OR CORRECTION. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW 

THE EXCLUSION OF IMPLIED WARRANTIES OR LIMITATIONS ON APPLICABLE 

STATUTORY RIGHTS OF A CONSUMER, SO THE ABOVE EXCLUSION AND 

LIMITATIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU.   

 

7. Limitation of Liability. TO THE EXTENT NOT PROHIBITED BY LAW, IN NO EVENT 

SHALL The Author BE LIABLE FOR PERSONAL INJURY, OR ANY INCIDENTAL, 

SPECIAL, INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES WHATSOEVER, 

INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF PROFITS, LOSS OF 

DATA, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION OR ANY OTHER COMMERCIAL DAMAGES OR 

LOSSES, ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO YOUR USE OR INABILITY TO USE 

Family Relations SOFTWARE OR SERVICES, HOWEVER CAUSED, REGARDLESS 

OF THEORY OF LIABILITY (CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE) AND EVEN IF The 

Author HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. SOME 

JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE LIMITATION OF LIABILITY FOR PERSONAL 
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INJURY, OR OF INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THIS 

LIMITATION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. In no event shall The Author's total liability to 

you for all damages (other than as may be required by applicable law in cases 

involving personal injury) exceed the amount of fifty dollars ($50.00). The foregoing 

limitations will apply even if the above stated remedy fails of its essential purpose. 

 

8. Export Control. You may not use or otherwise export or reexport Family Relations 

SOFTWARE except as authorized by United States law and the laws of the jurisdiction 

in which Family Relations SOFTWARE was obtained. In particular, but without 

limitation, Family Relations SOFTWARE may not be exported or re-exported (a) into 

any U.S. embargoed countries or (b) to anyone on the U.S. Treasury Department's list 

of Specially Designated Nationals or the U.S. Department of Commerce Denied 

Person’s List or Entity List. By using Family Relations SOFTWARE, you represent and 

warrant that you are not located in any such country or on any such list. You also agree 

that you will not use these products for any purposes prohibited by United States law, 

including, without limitation, the development, design, manufacture or production of 

missiles, or nuclear, chemical or biological weapons. 

 

9. Government End Users. Family Relations SOFTWARE and related documentation 

are "Commercial Items", as that term is defined at 48 C.F.R. §2.101, consisting of 

"Commercial Computer Software" and "Commercial Computer Software 

Documentation", as such terms are used in 48 C.F.R. §12.212 or 48 C.F.R. §227.7202, 

as applicable.  Consistent with 48 C.F.R. §12.212 or 48 C.F.R. §227.7202-1 through 

227.7202-4, as applicable, the Commercial Computer Software and Commercial 

Computer Software Documentation are being licensed to U.S. Government end users 

(a) only as Commercial Items and (b) with only those rights as are granted to all other 

end users pursuant to the terms and conditions herein. Unpublished-rights reserved 

under the copyright laws of the United States. 

 

10. Controlling Law and Severability. This License will be governed by and construed 

in accordance with the laws of the State of Washington, as applied to agreements 

entered into and to be performed entirely within Washington between Washington 

residents. This License shall not be governed by the United Nations Convention on 

Contracts for the International Sale of Goods, the application of which is expressly 

excluded. If for any reason a court of competent jurisdiction finds any provision, or 

portion thereof, to be unenforceable, the remainder of this License shall continue in full 

force and effect.   

 

11. Complete Agreement; Governing Language. This License constitutes the entire 

agreement between the parties with respect to the use of Family Relations 

SOFTWARE licensed hereunder and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous 

understandings regarding such subject matter, with the exception of any additional 

terms and conditions you are required to accept if you choose to use The Author's 
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online store which will govern your use of such store and any Services you purchase 

through that store. No amendment to or modification of this License will be binding 

unless in writing and signed by The Author. Any translation of this License is done for 

local requirements and in the event of a dispute between the English and any non-

English versions, the English version of this License shall govern. 

 

12. Third Party Acknowledgements and Terms. Portions of Family Relations 

SOFTWARE utilize or include third party names and trademarks and other copyrighted 

material. Your use of such material is governed by their respective terms.  

 

13. Miscellaneous Provisions. These TOS will be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Washington, without giving effect to its conflict 

of laws provisions or your actual state or country of residence. If for any reason a court 

of competent jurisdiction finds any provision or portion of the TOS to be unenforceable, 

the remainder of the TOS will continue in full force and effect.  

 

These TOS constitute the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the 

subject matter hereof and supersedes and replaces all prior or contemporaneous 

understandings or agreements, written or oral, regarding such subject matter. Any 

waiver of any provision of the TOS will be effective only if in writing and signed by The 

Author.  

 

14. Family Relations does not endorse any financial analyst or syndicated advice 

column but is intended for the sole use and entertainment by the end user. 

             


